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nordic tradition
GoS watches is a partnership 
between Swedish master blade-
smith johan Gustafsson and mas-
ter watchmaker patrik Sjögren. 
together, they create formidable 
timepieces that speak vividly of 
the Viking Age. 

johan and patrik share a deep 
passion for their crafts and the an-
cient nordic craft tradition. The 
process of handforging damascus 
steel results in every forged piece 
display patterns with a different 
character and personality. 

inspired by nordic 
History and natUre
The Sarek collection drew inspira-

tion from the Sarek national park, 
which is regarded to be a nation-
al treasure of Sweden and often 
referred to as Europe’s last true 
wilderness area. in 2018, GoS in-
troduced a Viking warrior watch 
in bronze and damascus steel to 
honor the 1000 year anniversary 
of the return of the Viking leader 
Väring to the home town of GoS 
watches, Linköping.

bespoKe gos WatcHes
clients are involved in the process 
of selecting pattern styles and col-
or alternatives whenever a watch 
is produced on order. GoS also 
offers uniquely customized hand-
crafted watches in addition to the 
existing models.

gos WatcHes
nOrdic trAditiOnAL crAftSMAnShip

johan Gustafsson &
patrik Sjögren

Sarek Akka with bespoke details

www.goswatches.com
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Beauty has always fascinated me 
and initially led me to become an 
architect. Being surrounded by 
beauty can influence our feelings 
and behaviour - it makes us feel 
good and sometimes surprises us.

practice has taught me that com-
promises in favour of costs and ef-
ficiency often come at the expense 
of my pursuit of beauty. This expe-
rience is what led me into watch-
making.

An exceptional watch requires ex-
ceptional craftsmanship and the 
perfect balance between design 
and aesthetics. it can fully reflect 
the wearer’s character and val-
ues. Very few objects compare to 
this. This inspired me to establish 

hOLthinrichS wAtchES, to 
make beautiful watches without 
compromise.

3d metal printing is a key aspect 
in my work. The specific concept 
of adding material, rather than re-
moving it, requires a new, uncon-
ventional way of thinking while 
designing. The use of 3d printing 
allows the creation of unprece-
dented designs with far-reaching 
options for customisation. Al-
though seemingly paradoxical to 
this use of state of the art tech-
nology, every part of the watch is 
finished by hand in Atelier holth-
inrichs. with this combination of 
present and future i offer small se-
ries or unique and bespoke time-
pieces on request.

HoltHinricHs WatcHes
A nEw crAft in wAtchMAkinG

Michiel holthinrichs
cEO
www.holthinrichswatches.com
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The iSOfrane strap was born in 
the 1960s from the necessity for  
strong, durable and waterproof 
strap that was also comfortable to 
wear. in the early sixties, iSOfrane 
developed a new compound – 
isoprene –, a colorless, liquid hy-
drocarbon far more durable that 
the rubber straps of the day.  in 
addition, the straps were designed 
to breath with the addition of ven-
tilation straps.

The iSOfrane straps were so rev-
olutionary that they quickly be-
came the standard. Manufacturers 
of some of the world’s most iconic 
dive watches were all turning to 
iSOfrane. And then, just as sud-
denly as they arrived, they were 

gone. 2010 marked the return of 
iSOfrane, today’s iSOfrane straps 
are manufactured using a new 
rubber compound guaranteeing a 
strap that is softer, more comfort-
able and stronger than any other 
strap available.  

hypoallergenic, with a superior 
fit and feel and 100% Silicone free, 
the iSOfrane is back.  Modern 
iSOfrane dive straps have been 
designed to replicate the origi-
nal models.  They bear the same 
attention to detail as the original 
with the ventilation straps and 
straight end lug attachments.  The 
iSOfrane strap is the perfect addi-
tion to any dive watch – vintage or 
modern.

isofrane / tropic
MAdE fOr diVErS

www.isofrane.com
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françois Aubry’s first collection,  
23.27°, was launched in 2017. The 
inspiration of the design was the 
axis of the Earth’s rotation accord-
ing to its orbital plane.

The product was manufactured in 
the watch Valley of Saint-imier in 
order to reduce cO2 emissions, 
and thus save the glaciers that 
make up the beauty of Swiss land-
scape. Eleven months were need-
ed to develop this novelty.

two years later, françois Aubry 
is launching “La planète Bleue” 
during Baselworld 2019. This 
watch will help cleaning the 
oceans from plastic pollution. 
The blue dial represents a clean 
and healthy ocean which, un-

fortunately, is not really the case 
right now. indeed, it is estimated 
that 1.15 to 2.41 million tonnes of 
plastic are entering the ocean each 
year from rivers. More than half 
of this plastic is less dense than 
the water, meaning that it will not 
sink once it encounters the sea.

in an effort to make a difference, 
françois Aubry committed to do-
nate a percentage of the sale of 
each of his pieces to an organi-
zation that cleans the ocean. This 
new Swiss Made watch will also 
include two limited editions.

“La planète Bleue” will be avail-
able to pre-order on kickstarter 
during the months of April and 
May 2019.

les montres françois aUbry
thE wAtch which cLEAnS thE OcEAnS

françois Aubry
founder
www.francois-aubry.ch
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LundiS BLEuS started out life 
as a conversation between two 
friends – johan Storni and Bastien 
Vuilliomenet – who met in 1994 
while studying at the watchmak-
ing school of La chaux-de-fonds, 
in the cradle of Swiss horology.

twenty-two years later and fol-
lowing successful stints as move-
ment engineer and designer with 
brands like richard Mille, ro-
venta-henex or corum, the two 
old friends were ready to take 
their passion to the next level and 
founded LundiS BLEuS togeth-
er before launching their very first 
model. 

from the beginning, the intention 

has always been to offer a soulful 
and creative kind of independent 
watchmaking, giving the owner of 
the watch the possibility to draw a 
direct line from its time-keeper to 
the person who brought it to life.

Adorned with different techniques 
of kiln-fired vitreous enamel, pol-
ished gemstones or hand engrav-
ing, our dials are what makes 
LundiS BLEuS unique. 

At LundiS BLEuS, it’s knowing 
all the hard work, dedication, pas-
sion and soulfulness that goes into 
each of our watches that allows 
ourselves to believe that they do 
have a soul.

lUndis bleUs
A StOry ABOut SOuLfuL wAtchMAkinG

Bastien Vuilliomenet (left)
& johan Storni (right)
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Mark neuhauser
Management / Board
www.milus.com

MiLuS, created in 1919, marks 
its return to watchmaking taking 
centre stage with two new collec-
tions – LAB & icOnic, success-
fully celebrating its 100 years an-
niversary.

The brand-new LAB collection 
and the iconic line, interpreting 
two legendary MiLuS models – 
both witness the brand’s century 
watchmaking excellence. with 
its pure and ultra-contemporary 
designs mimicking urban lines, 
the new MiLuS finds its home 
amongs lovers of graphic design 
and fine watchmaking. All mod-
els are fitted with Swiss-made au-
tomatic movements, presented in 
a sophisticated and useable travel 
pouch. refined and minimalistic 

in harmony with its legacy, MiLuS 
stands out of the crowd to enhance 
its close affinity with today’s mod-
ern individual. The new MiLuS 
watches will be available online 
and in concept stores, as well as at 
selected traditional points of sale. 

with its new watches, the brand 
delivers a transparent as well as a 
sustainable quality offer at reason-
able prices. MiLuS watches dress 
the wrist and are seamlessly de-
signed to reflect the personality of 
its owner. MiLuS appeals to today’s 
watchmaking enthusiast, allowing 
him to become a part of the brand’s 
history: the watch owner becomes 
an ambassador of the brand.

Are you Milus enough?

milUs
hAppy 100th BirthdAy !
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www.minasewatches.ch

MinASE is the name of a small 
village in Akita prefecture (some 
450 km north of tokyo). Since 
2005 however, it is also a japanese 
watch brandname, a brand which 
stands out by exceptional design 
and outstanding technical execu-
tion.

MinASE was founded by kyowa, 
a renowned tool manufacturer 
operating since 1963, specialised 
in step drills and supplier of high-
end watch components.

MinASE, the smallest watch man-
ufacture in japan, relies on per-
fected technical processes in pro-
duction and on the manual work 
of highly qualified watchmakers 

and technicians. This combina-
tion leads to an unequaled prod-
uct in terms of design and preci-
sion.

The philosophy of MinASE is an 
embodiment of the japanese prin-
ciple of “Monozukuri”. The work-
er uses his craft and ambitions 
fully in the spirit of the company 
tradition. This philosophy stands 
in contrast to modern mass pro-
duction and takes us into another 
world where tradition, perfection 
and time are central priorities.

until last year, MinASE watches 
were exclusively available in ja-
pan. today, they have made their 
entry on international markets.

minase
A MAStErpiEcE Of jApAnESE crAftSMAnShip 

tsuyoshi Suzuki
cEO

diVidO - VM02-M03SB16



OphiOn was created with the 
goal of bringing high-end watch-
making to a wider audience, with 
high-quality features at competi-
tive prices.

we had always dreamt of an exqui-
site movement perfectly finished 
inside classic style pieces, but they 
were always unattainable due to 
inaccessible prices. we thought it 
was possible to offer most of mod-
ern-day haute horology charm at 
a competitive price, and OphiOn 
was born.

for our name, we drew inspira-
tion from classical Greek mythol-
ogy. Ophion was the first ever ti-
tan and existed before anything 
else. Ophion and his wife creat-

opHion
thE ESSEncE Of tiME thrOuGh wAtchMAkinG

Miguel Morales ribas
founder

ed the whole universe, together 
they were parents to all Gods and 
demigods, in particular, they gave 
birth to cronos, the Greek God of 
time.

The link between time and exis-
tence is represented in each of our 
models, reviving historical eras, 
bringing back forgotten designs 
and complications.

when designing a watch, we do 
not design the watch first and then 
put any generic movement inside.  
we re-design the geometry of the 
movement and decorations in 
accordance with the aesthetical 
code of the watch and the era that 
represents.

www.ophion-watches.com
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www.sartory-billard.com

SArtOry BiLLArd was found-
ed with the ambition to produce 
watches that offer a level of cus-
tomization that provide the cus-
tomer with a truly unique piece.

The customer can opt for dials 
made in the purest watchmaking 
traditions, like hand guilloché, or 
for something more contempo-
rary employing laser cutting and 
the use of composites.

These finishes are in line with 
the bridge that connects mod-
ern technologies with traditional 
techniques : Enamelling and the 
blueing of metals partnered with 
the latest developments in chro-
matic treatments.

The result is a bespoke creation, 
the product of a collaborative 
exchange between the customer 
and Armand Billard, SArtOry 
BiLLArd’s designer. The ideas 
and personalities of the custom-
er are embodied in the watch it-
self, transforming “a” SArtOry 
BiLLArd into “your” SArtOry 
BiLLArd!

Animated by Swiss automatic 
movements, this range of 
SArtOry BiLLArd watches 
incorporates the brand signature - 
namely the interchangeable bezels 
and quick-change straps, allowing 
the customer to redesign their 
watch to adapt it to the moment.

sartory billard
BESpOkE And VErSAtiLE

Armand Billard
co-founder & designer
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www.stratonwc.com

Est. 2015. what started it all was 
the love for classic cars, racing and 
watches. 

kyle Schut, designer and creator 
of StrAtOn wAtch, com-
bined his passion for automotive 
history and racing to his love for 
horology and set out to create a 
watch brand which reflected these 
interests. hence Straton´s slogan : 
“Style created through passion”. 

to date having launched 6 collec-
tions and successfully delivering 
more than 6000 watches world-
wide, StrAtOn continues build-
ing its brand image around retro 
inspired timepieces.

if you find the 70‘s era in terms of 
watch design alluring, then you 
should enjoy the overall appeal of 
StrAtOn’s designs. 

with its bold color schemes, 
quirky case designs and over-
all retro aesthetic the aim for the 
brand has always been to cre-
ate consistent styling across its 
various ranges making its piec-
es recognizable without overly 
branding them. 

you are welcome to visit the 
StrAtOn website for more in-
formation under :

www.stratonwc.com

straton
StyLE crEAtEd thrOuGh pASSiOn

kyle Schut
founder & designer
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rt custer
co-founder & cEO
www.vorticwatches.com

VOrtic wAtch cOMpAny 
salvages, restores and preserves 
antique American pocket watches 
combining traditional and cut-
ting-edge technology to create 
unique, quality, functional prod-
ucts with exceptional value.

The american artisan series 
The only truly American made 
watch built today, each piece is 
unique, fabricated using antique, 
u.S. made pocket watch mecha-
nisms and a wide array of custom 
options.

Watch builder
customers are given the ability to 
create their own, custom, Ameri-
can Artisan Series watch. choos-
ins from a variety of movement/

dial combinations, case finishes, 
strap options, they get a completely 
personalised watch.

official time keeper of red rocks
Literally built into the red rock of 
the rocky Mountains in colora-
do, the red rocks Amphitheater 
has hosted legendary artists such 
as the Beatles, jimi hendrix or the 
rolling Stones. VOrtic created 
the red rocks hall of fame Edi-
tion to recognize artists who have 
contributed to the success of the 
amphitheater over the years. Each 
new inducted member is present-
ed with a custom-built watch! 20 
watches looking similar to the 
2018 hall of fame watches are now 
made for sale to the public.

vortic
prESErVinG AMEricAn hiStOry, OnE wAtch At A tiME
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Baselworld is the most important 
gathering of the watch industry.
Every year, journalists, retailers 
and enthusiasts travel from all 
over the globe to participate. 

This year will mark my 12th visit 
to Basel. My introduction was 
with dOXA watches in hall 2 
back in 2007, and while many 
things have changed, some basic 
realities remain the same. 

Although Baselworld is perhaps 
the most democratic of shows, it 

is challenging for smaller brands 
to participate. 

Last year, i helped to organize 
a table for the Vortic watch 
company here at the hyperion. 
it provided an opportunity for a 
smaller brand to not only meet 
with journalists and collectors, 
it ensured that the brand could 
be discovered by people who had 
perhaps not yet heard about them. 

The hyperion hotel is the unofficial 
meeting spot for pretty much 

everyone who attends Baselworld. 
not unlike rick’s café Américain 
in casablanca, it is where everyone 
gathers, sometimes several times a 
day. 

The brands you will be seeing and 
discovering here are unique in 
their belief that the watch business 
is a relationship business. So on 
behalf of everyone participating 
in The hypE, i welcome you to sit 
down and get to know the amazing 
people behind these wonderful 
time machines. 

james Henderson
chiEf MESSEnGEr

www.tempusfugit.watch
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www.vorticwatches.com

VORTIC
PRESERVING AMERICAN HISTORY
ONE WATCH AT A TIME
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